
(Excerpt of a letter to John Robitaille)

July 22, 2011

John,

Your position at Johnson and Wales provides the perfect chance to cultivate the re-
vitalization of RI’s economy - a revitalization based largely on farming and food. With 
the State’s farm-to-market model already in place, RI is well situated to have a 
Renaissance in farming, opening a new vista of start-up activity. Attending a farmer’s 
market recently, Wendy and I had fun discussing the farm-to-market model with some 
vendors. This model needs to be broadened, and a business model should be developed to 
collect unused organic material from markets and restaurants for use in composting. 
Close the loop.

If farming is promoted in RI, it should be "organic." With concerns about food quality 
gaining momentum, RI could and should be a leader in developing best-practices for 
growing food that is minimally tainted by pesticides and completely untainted by genetic 
modification. There is already a wealth of information available, much of it stored in the 
minds of our best farmers. We just need to make it profitable for them to share what they 
know and help build the platform upon which to document steadily improving 
techniques, this to help RI become known for its organic food industry and select 
produce.  

Unfortunately, because the Federal Government is beholden to large corporations, 
emphasizing organic farming could run afoul of some Fed regulations. All I can say is, 
our State has become too eager to accommodate the Feds, and it’s high time we reassert 
our proud independence. Besides, who knows what the landscape will look like when you 
throw your hat back into the ring for the Governor’s office. In all likelihood, things will 
look pretty bleak. So anything you do now to help the State reassert its independence will 
only redound to your favor. Find ways to fend off Washington. For instance, avoid using 
Federal funds. Those dollars are corrupt, and taking them only contributes to the decline 
of our Nation’s economy. Keep ventures small and privately funded. Being independent 
may be the most patriotic thing any state or citizen can do right now. 

Yours,
Dean Fachon


